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CITY OF TRUSSVILLE

PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD

NOVEMBER 12, 2018

The Planning and Zoning Board of the City of Trussville met for a workshop session on
Thursday,  November 8, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. at Trussville City Hall.

Those members present were as follows:

Chairman Jane Bailey
Mr. Ryan Dawkins
Mr. Bill Lowery
Mr. Jim Meads
Mr. Ralph Robson
Councilman Jef Freeman
City Clerk Lynn Porter

Absent: Mr. Jesse Lincoln
Mr. Darrell Skipper

The workshop was convened and the Board members received the agenda and supporting
documentation for the Planning and Zoning Board meeting to be held on Monday, November 12,
2018.  The Board reviewed the agenda and the applications to be considered at the meeting.

There being no further business, the workshop was adjourned.

The Planning and Zoning Board of the City of Trussville, Alabama met in regular session on
Monday, November 12, 2018 at Trussville City Hall at 6:00 p.m.  Chairman Jane Bailey presided
over the meeting, and City Clerk Lynn Porter served as recording secretary.

Chairman Bailey called the meeting to order, and the following members answered present
to roll call:

Chairman Jane Bailey
Mr. Ryan Dawkins
Mr. Jesse Lincoln
Mr. Bill Lowery
Mr. Jim Meads
Mr. Ralph Robson
City Clerk Lynn Porter

Absent: Mr. Darrell Skipper
Councilman Jef Freeman

Chairman Bailey introduced the minutes of the October 8, 2018 meeting for approval.  Ralph
Robson moved the minutes be approved, seconded by Jim Meads, and the motion carried.

The Akins Resurvey was presented by Mr. J. T. Murphy, of CCI.  Kelley and Marshall Akins
now own Lots 5, 6, and 7, and they wish to join them into a single lot.

Jim Meads asked was this to address the parking situation they have now.

Mr. Murphy stated that is a part of this plan.  There will possibly be another building, and
the  new drop off and pickup area will be improved.
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A public hearing was opened, and there being no comment, the hearing was closed.  Jim
Meads moved this resurvey plat be approved, seconded by Bill Lowery, and the vote was unanimous.

The Landar Subdivision Resurvey was presented.  This plat moves the interior lot line
between the original two lots slightly to achieve the desired acreage in each lot.  

A public hearing was opened and Mr. Robert Russell, 2992 Floyd Bradford Road, asked to
see the map.  The hearing was closed.  Bill Lowery moved this plat be approved, seconded by Jim
Meads, and the vote was unanimous.

The Trussville Entertainment District Resurvey was presented by Mr. J. T. Murphy, CCI on
behalf of the City of Trussville.  He stated these modifications are due to some health department
requirements on grease traps on two of the lots, requiring lots 1A, 1B, 1D and 1E to be reconfigured.

A public hearing was opened, and there being no comment, the hearing was closed.
Ralph Robson moved this resurvey plat be approved, seconded by Ryan Dawkins, and the vote
was unanimous.

A request by Trussville Utilities to rezone 407 Cherokee Drive from  Park to R-1 was
presented.  A representative was not present, but the announced public hearing was opened.

Ms. Amanda Farrell, 406 Cherokee Drive, asked if this would be one lot or more than
one, and was told that division of this property from the acreage in the rear would be done by a
separate subdivision action.  It was the Board’s understanding that this will only be one lot, as
the portion being rezoned is similar in size to the surrounding lots.

Mr. Mike Adkins, 410 Cherokee Drive, posed questions that could only be answered by
the applicant, but Jim Meads did confirm that the remainder of the property will remain Park.

Jim Meads moved this be carried over to the December meeting for representation to be
present, seconded by Bill Lowery, and the vote was unanimous.

A request to pre-zone 6250 and 6254 Service Road from County A-1 to Trussville C-2
was presented by Mr. Craig Crim.  Mr. Crim stated in May he rezoned and annexed six parcels
he owned in this same area.  He has since acquired these properties and desires to have the same
zoning applied and to annex the property into the City.

A public hearing was opened, and there being no comment, the hearing was closed. 
Ralph Robson moved this matter be recommended to the City Council for approval, seconded
by Jim Meads, and the vote was unanimous.

A request to rezone 7550 Gadsden Highway from Inst-1 to C-1 was presented by Mr.
Wayne Taylor, 123 Dew Drive, representing Trussville Church of Christ.  He stated this is a 4.5
acre tract next to Faith Church and across the highway from Amerex.  The Church of Christ had
the zoning on this property changed from C-2 to Institutional several years ago.  They now wish
to sell this property and would like to change the zoning to C-1.  There are not detailed plans at
this time, but USA Roofing wishes to purchase this property and to construct a building to house
their offices, and to rent remaining space.  There will be no installation nor material storage at
this site.  Ultimately, they would like to build four buildings similar to the office park on Vann
Road, each containing 6,000 to 7,000 square feet.  There is some natural buffer now, and he felt
that his client would leave additional.  They would like to do something pleasing to the
neighborhood.  The walking trail surrounding the garden homes would add to this buffer.

Chairman Bailey asked would the buildings be all brick?

Mr. Taylor stated the buildings will be brick.  The roofing material has not been decided
yet.
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Mr. Wayne Rocket, Old Mill Circle, stated Faith Church has a lot of activity with lights
and bullhorns.  Ridgecrest across the street has bright lights.  They have asked that the lights be
adjusted, but this has not been done yet.  Amerex has noise from the fans.  There are a lot of
elderly people living in the garden homes.  He stated he did not see a business going next to a
church.  He stated they have no problem selling their houses now.  They would like to keep this
as it is.  They want to keep their home values up, and to have input in what goes there.

Ms. Marsha Whisenhunt, Old Mill Circle, asked Mr. Taylor if he was a real estate agent,
and was told yes.  She asked did he have a signed contract, and was told yes.  She stated, if
rezoned, this purchases could do anything they want to with it.  She stated last month she
represented Cahaba Animal Hospital and was asked to provide a 30' buffer.  She stated she
would not think another animal hospital would be needed on this property.

Mr. Taylor stated he felt his client would be willing to restrict this use.  He stated as far
as lighting, most commercial/office parks have less intensive lighting than some other uses.

Ms. Whisenhunt stated she would not like to see the special exception uses allowed here.
She asked what the buffer was on the new shopping center between Calumet and Tutwiler,
saying it looked very close to the homes.

Chairman Bailey stated it met the required twelve feet, plus there will be a fence erected
when construction is completed.

Jesse Lincoln stated it sounded to him like CP would be appropriate if there are only
offices.

Mr. Taylor stated the C-1 is preferable for his client as no retail is allowed in CP and C-1
would allow small retail.

The zoning on the office park on Vann Road was asked, and the response was C-2.

Mr. Mike Diereaux, 7501 Old Mill Circle, stated he would like to see a footprint and
buffers and lighting.

Mr. Taylor stated they do not have a final design.  They first wanted to get the zoning
change in place before going forward.

Mr. Rocket asked when you speak of multiple buildings, does this mean you plan to use
them for other things than roofing sales, and was told yes.  The roofing sales would be conducted
out of a part of one building.  The other buildings or units would be rented to others.

Mr. Rocket asked would the entrance be from Highway 11 and was told yes, but that will
have to be worked out with ALDOT.

Ms. Whisenhunt asked how many stories these buildings would be, and was told one
story.

Mr. Whit Lincoln, Brentwood Avenue, asked what are the four buildings for, and was
told one will be used for roofing sales and the others for offices or small retail.

Chairman Bailey stated Design Review approves the buildings and sites before permitting
is done.

Mr. Peter Gioko, 7509 Old Mill Run, asked would residents of Old Mill Run get notice
of Design Review hearings and was told, no, there is no notice of those hearings, but they are
open to the public.  He asked what buffer was agreed on and was told 20 feet.

Chairman Bailey stated this body recommends to the City Council on zoning, and you
will receive notice of the hearing before the City Council.
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Mr. Rocket stated there is a huge ditch that drains from the hill.

Jesse Lincoln asked what the buffer was on Institutional and was told 20 feet.

The public hearing was closed.

Jesse Lincoln moved this qualified C-1 zoning to exclude an animal hospital and all of
the special exception uses and to require a 20-foot buffer be recommended to the City Council.
This was seconded by Bill Lowery and the vote was unanimous.

An amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to add a C-6 classification for Commercial with
substantial noise was presented by member Bill Lowery.  He stated in March the City Council
asked the Board to come up with a solution to prevent uses such as the indoor firing range on
Deerfoot Parkway from affecting residential neighborhoods in the future.  He stated he and Jane
Bailey worked on this with help from Lynn Porter.  He stated they looked at several of the uses
in our regulations that create significant noise in their regular operations and created a new
zoning to accommodate them.  This includes go-cart tracts and race facilities as well as firing
ranges.  This was addressed by establishing a 500' setback with a 100' planted buffer when
located near residential and a 1,000 foot set back when located near a church or school.  There
should be no noise audible at the property line.  There are also recommended building
construction guidelines to damper sound.  If a firing range is built correctly, you should not hear
shot at that point.  There was some discussion about the difference between manufacturing noise
and gunshot noise, but it was determined that the gunshot noise was more alarming.  Lead
contamination is also addressed.  Our City Attorney reviewed the ordinance and changed some
of it based upon court rulings dealing with noise control.  This ordinance will not affect the
current operations unless they are damaged to the extent of 50% or more or destroyed.

A public hearing was opened and there being no comment, the hearing was closed.
Board members thanked Bill and Jane for their months of research and work on this ordinance.
Ralph Robson moved this zoning ordinance amendment be recommended to the City Council,
seconded by Jesse Lincoln, and the vote was unanimous.

A request to annex  6250 and 6254 Service Road upon completion of the pre-zoning
application was presented. Ralph Robson moved this annexation be recommended for approval
upon pre-zoning, seconded by Jim Meads, and the vote was unanimous.

A request to annex 6982 Roper Road was presented.  This property is surrounded by the
City and fills in a gap.  Bill Lowery moved this annexation be recommended to the City Council,
seconded by Ralph Robson, and the vote was unanimous.

The Building Permit Report for October 2018 was presented as follows:

    Type       Construction No.     Value
Residential New 16 5,377,072  

Additions & Alterations   9    191,173 
Accessory Structures   3    118,500

Commercial New   3 5,363,000 
Additions & Alterations   4 1,987,794 

No other business coming before the Board, a motion was made to adjourn.

Respectfully submitted,

Lynn B. Porter
City Clerk


