Ordinance No. 2024- @& 5-PS

An Ordinance Prohibiting the Operation of a Motor Vehicle across Public or Private

Property in Order to Pass from One Roadway to Another or to Avoid a Traffic Control
Device

WHEREAS, pursuant to § 11-45-1 of the Code of Alabama (1975), the City of Trussville,
Alabama, (“City”) may enact ordinances and resolutions that promote the general welfare, health,
and safety of its citizens when not in conflict with state or federal law; and

WHEREAS, ensuring safe operation of Motor Vehicles along and through all public
roadways of the City is necessary for the health and safety of its citizens, property owners, and
others who travel on all city streets within the corporate limits; and

WHEREAS, recently the City of Trussville Police Department (“TPD”) has received
numerous phone calls and complaints of motorists operating their Motor Vehicles across public
and private property in order to avoid traffic control devices at an intersection or to access another
street without going through an intersection, especially at certain times of the day; and

WHEREAS, the operation of Motor Vehicles by motorists in the above-described manner
poses a significant risk of serious injury and property damage to customers or other residents who
may be patronizing these private businesses and other public facilities; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of traffic control devices at intersections is to allow for the safe
operation of Motor Vehicles through these intersections by regulating the orderly flow of traffic,
and those motorists who are “cutting through™ these parking lots or through these properties
adjoining an intersection poses a significant danger to others; and

WHEREAS, having reviewed other municipalities in and around the state of Alabama and
throughout the United States, ordinances prohibiting the operation of Motor Vehicles across
public or private property in order to pass from one Roadway or Street to another in order to avoid
a Traffic Control Signal is common.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Trussville,
Alabama, while in regulation session on Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at 6:00pm, a quorum duly
assembled, the following:

Section 1. The terms used in this Ordinance shall have the same meaning as those
terms may be commonly defined, used, and understood unless specifically defined in this Section
below. In the event of a conflict, the definitions found in section 1.1 of Chapter 1 of Title 32 of the
Code of Alabama (1975), as amended, shall control.

“City” shall mean the City of Trussville, Alabama.

“Motor Vehicle” shall mean every vehicle that is self-propelled and every vehicle
that is propelled by electric power obtained from overhead trolley wires, but not operated upon
rails, except for electric personal assistive mobility devices and electric bicycles.

“Roadway” shall mean that portion of a highway improved, designed, or ordinarily
used for vehicular travel.

“Street” shall mean the entire width between boundary lines of every way publicly
maintained when any part thereof is open to the use of the public for purposes of vehicular travel.

“Traffic Control Signal” shall mean any device, whether manually, electrically, or
mechanically operated, by which traffic is alternately directed to stop and permitted to proceed.

For the purposes of this Ordinance, this shall include a stop sign.

Section 2. No person shall operate a Motor Vehicle across any public or private



A. The sign(s) clearly stating “No Through Traffic” or words of similar
import shall be clearly marked and identified. The City shall bear the expense of
placing the sign(s) on any public property that it owns or is responsible for
maintaining. The sign(s) shall be clearly placed and not obstructed from view at
any entrance or exit to the property from any Roadway or Street.

B. The sign(s) clearly stating “No Through Traffic” or words of similar
import shall be clearly marked and identified. The owner of the property or the
owner’s agent shall bear the cost of purchasing and installing the sign(s) in
compliance with this Ordinance. The sign(s) shall be clearly placed and not

obstructed from view at any entrance or exit to the property from any Roadway or
Street.

Section 3. In addition to Section 2 above, no person shall operate a Motor Vehicle
across public or private property for the purpose of avoiding any Traffic Control Signal regardless
if a sign is placed indicating “No Through Traffic” or not.

Section 4. It shall be prima-facie evidence of a violation of this section for the operator
of a Motor Vehicle to cross public or private property to pass from one Roadway or Street to
another as provided herein without using the service of such property, stopping the engine, or both.

Section 5. A person operating a Motor Vehicle shall not violate any provisions of this
Ordinance if that person is obeying the lawful instructions or orders of any law enforcement officer
directing the person into or upon public or private property. This would include, as a examples but
is not limited to, the direction of a person operating a Motor Vehicle to avoid a malfunctioning
traffic control device, a Motor Vehicle accident or wreck, and / or in the event a law enforcement
officer is conducting an emergency stop.

Section 6. (a) Any person who is found guilty of violating this Ordinance shall be
guilty of an offense against the City. Upon being found guilty, a person shall be sentenced as
provided in § 1 — 5 of the City of Trussville Code of Ordinances.

(b) Law enforcement officers are permitted to issue Uniform Traffic Ticket
and Complaint (“UTTC’s”) as stated in Rule 19 of the Alabama Rules of Judicial Administration
for the purpose of citing individuals for violating this Ordinance.

(c) Subject to the order of the municipal court, magistrates may handle
citations issued hereunder in accordance with Rule 20 of the Alabama Rules of Judicial
Administration.

Section 7. If any part, section, or subsection of this Ordinance shall be held
unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, such holding shall not be construed to invalidate or
impair the remainder of the Ordinance which shall continue in full force and effect notwithstanding
such holding.

Section 8. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its approval,
adoption, and publication as provided by law.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED THIS THE 14TH DAY OF MAY 2024
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