
 CITY OF TRUSSVILLE MINUTES 
 

JULY 30, 2026 AGENDA WORKSHOP 
 

The City Council met in an agenda workshop on Thursday, July 30, 2026, at 5:30 pm to review 
the proposed agenda for its next regular session. Because of schedule conflicts among the elected 
officials, the City Council mutually agreed to delay its second meeting of the month by two days. Council 
President Jaime Melton Anderson presided over the meeting and City Clerk Dan Weinrib served as 
recording secretary.  
 

Those members present were as follows:  President Jaime Melton Anderson 
Councilor Kimberly Farr 
Councilor Brian Jackson 
Councilor Jim Miller  
 

 Others present in their official capacity:  City Attorney Rick Stotser   
       City Clerk Dan Weinrib  
 
 Those absent:     Mayor Ben Short 
       Councilor Ben Horton 

 
The City Council reviewed the five-item consent agenda. At Councilor Miller’s request, the 

Council agreed to move the K-9 retirement to the regular agenda. At Councilor Farr’s request, the Council 
agreed to add the resignation of a Senior Center Advisory Board member to the consent agenda. They 
then reviewed the regular agenda. At Councilor Miller’s request, they agreed to add a proclamation, 
which President Anderson had no prior knowledge. She was pleasantly surprised. After Finance Director 
Joseph Calvert & PNC Bank Public Finance Managing Director Jessica Payne explained the purpose for 
the only proposed resolution, the councilors posed questions. After getting satisfactory answers, they 
agreed to keep it on the agenda. They reviewed the five proposed ordinances. They received briefings 
from Public Safety Committee liaison Chuck Bradford, Councilor Jackson, Blackwater Real Estate 
President John Abernathy & Inspections Director J.R. Malchus. Questions & discussion ensued. Notably, 
Councilor Miller had questions about stipulations on an existing qualified commercial zoning for 
undeveloped properties on Main Street, restrictions on R-4 zoned properties within the Downtown 
Overlay District & the proposed expansion of the Downtown Overlay District south of the Norfolk-
Southern railroad tracks. Subsequently, the Council kept three ordinances on the regular agenda & made 
the other two first-reading-only. 

 
 Next, Historical Board members Dennis Lesley & Gary Lloyd gave a presentation on attraction 

ideas for a city historical trail. Their ideas involved tasteful explanatory signage, some benches, 
directional finger post and some landscaping. They estimate the costs for their ideas to start at $13,650, 
excluding the costs associated with landscaping & finger post. They hope to get funding from state grants, 
private groups & foundations, local citizens, as well as city government. The councilors seemed 
supportive of their ideas yet did not make any financial commitments. 

 
Next, Councilor Miller informed his colleagues & the public that for council consideration in 

August, he wants to discuss his proposed ordinance to permit councilors access to public municipal 
records without incurring costs for reasonable searches. The city attorney is reviewing his draft. Miller 
also brought up community cemeteries in an unincorporated area next to the city limits. He did not get 
any commitments from his colleagues.   

. 
With nothing left to review, President Anderson adjourned the workshop at 6:30 pm. 
 

JULY 30, 2026 REGULAR SESSION 
 

The City Council met in regular session on Thursday, July 30, 2026, at 6:35 pm. Council 
President Jaime Melton Anderson presided over the meeting and City Clerk Dan Weinrib served as 
recording secretary.  
 

Those members present were as follows:  President Jaime Melton Anderson 
Councilor Kimberly Farr 
Councilor Brian Jackson 
Councilor Jim Miller  
 

 Others present in their official capacity:  City Attorney Rick Stotser   
       City Clerk Dan Weinrib  
 
  



Those absent:     Mayor Ben Short 
       Councilor Ben Horton 

 
Councilor Miller led the prayer. Councilor Jackson led the pledge. 
 
President Anderson introduced the minutes from the previous council meeting. Councilor Miller 

moved & Councilor Farr seconded the motion to approve the submitted minutes. UNANIMOUS 
 
President Anderson then introduced the consent & regular agendas. Councilor Jackson moved & 

Councilor Farr seconded the motion to approve the revised six-item consent agenda. UNANIMOUS 
Councilor Jackson then moved & Councilor Farr seconded the motion to approve the revised regular 
agenda. UNANIMOUS  

 
Under the regular agenda, Councilor Miller moved & Councilor Jacksons seconded the motion to 

accept Tyson’s retirement from the Police K9 unit. UNANIMOUS 
 
Councilor Farr then introduced a proposed proclamation declaring National Lasagna Love Day on 

July 30 in Trussville. She moved & Councilor Miller seconded the motion for approval. 
UNANIMOUS Proclamation No. 2026-20 Trussville resident Laura Ottaviani-Chacon gave brief 
remarks to the council & public. She volunteers for the cause in addition to teaching students at Altamont 
School. After a brief recess for group pictures, President Anderson resumed the meeting. 

 
Councilor Miller then introduced a proposed proclamation honoring United States Air Force Lt. 

Col. Jaime Melton Anderson (Reserve) The lifelong Trussville native & Air Force Academy alumnae 
recently retired after 32 years of service. Councilor Miller moved & Councilor Farr seconded the 
motion for approval. UNANIMOUS except for President Anderson, who abstained. Proclamation 
No. 2026-21 After a brief recess for group pictures, which included her own family & father - & former 
mayor – Eugene Melton, President Anderson resumed the meeting. 

 
Councilor Miller then introduced a proposed resolution to authorize the issuance of an $8 million 

line of credit with PNC Bank. As explained during the agenda workshop, the City is switching $6 million 
on two lines of credit at Synovus Bank over to PNC. He moved & Councilor Farr seconded the motion 
for approval. UNANIMOUS except for Councilor Miller, who abstained. Resolution No. 2026-52 

    
Councilor Farr asked her colleagues to suspend the rules to bring an ordinance up for immediate 

consideration. She moved & Councilor Miller seconded the motion. Upon roll call, UNANIMOUS 
She then introduced a proposed ordinance to lower the speed limit on Service Road, between Chalkville 
Mountain Road & Trussville Clay Road to 35 mph from 40 mph, based on a recommendation from the 
Public Safety committee. She moved & Councilor Jackson seconded the motion for approval. Upon 
roll call, UNANIMOUS Ordinance No. 2026-019-PS 

 
Councilor Jackson then gave an introductory first reading on a proposed ordinance to amend the 

stipulations within Ordinance No. 2026-006-PZ 
 
President Anderson then opened public hearings on two proposed rezonings. Blackwater Real 

Estate President John Abernathy appeared before the Council. They had no questions for him. Since 
nobody in the audience spoke up, President Anderson promptly closed the public hearing. 

 
Councilor Jackson asked his colleagues to suspend the rules to bring an ordinance up for 

immediate consideration. He moved & Councilor Farr seconded the motion. Upon roll call, 
UNANIMOUS He then introduced an ordinance rezone the property located at 333 Main Street to Q-C-2 
(Qualified General Commercial) from I-2 (General Industrial) He moved & Councilor Farr seconded 
the motion for approval. Upon roll call, UNANIMOUS Ordinance No. 2026-020-PZ 

 
Councilor Jackson asked his colleagues to suspend the rules to bring an ordinance up for 

immediate consideration. He moved & Councilor Farr seconded the motion. Upon roll call, 
UNANIMOUS He then introduced an ordinance rezone the property located at 525 Main Street to C-2 
(General Commercial) from I-2 (General Industrial) He moved & Councilor Farr seconded the motion 
for approval. Upon roll call, APPROVED 3-1 (Councilor Miller dissented) Ordinance No. 2026-
021-PZ 

 
Councilor Jackson then gave an introductory first reading on two proposed ordinances: to expand 

the Downtown Overlay District, as well as to amend various sections & subsections of the 2023 City 
Zoning Ordinance.  

 
During public comments, Melanie Hightower (208 Annetta Circle) spoke up in opposition to the 

City’s decision to close its 70-year-old swimming pool. 
  



During committee reports, Councilor Jackson announced that the Commission will take up the 
proposed Cahaba Homestead Overlay District & new subdivision regulations during its August meeting.  

 
Councilor Miller announced that ACTA sold out all its 1776 shows. Also, he deferred his 

Historical Board report to chairman Gary Lloyd, who announced that the City Museum will be open 10 
am – 3 pm during the Dog Daze Festival & the Historical Board will meet two days later.  

 
Councilor Farr promoted the Dog Daze Festival. She also promoted the annual Mayor’s Prayer 

Breakfast on August 14, via the Chamber of Commerce. Also, Parks & Recreation is launching its new 
youth cross country program this fall. There will be an information meeting about it on August 6 at the 
Civic Center. Also, the Civic Center is hosting the annual home & garden show over the upcoming 
weekend. She complimented both Parks & Public Works for their post-storm clean-up work around the 
city, as well as their preparatory work for Dog Daze. Parks also got rid of a substantial-sized hornets’ nest 
on the Greenway. She also promoted the library’s upcoming programs (petting zoo, Alabama Wildlife 
Center events & free advice from lawyers) She also encouraged applications for an opening on the Senior 
Citizens Advisory Board.    

 
Councilor Anderson acknowledged school board president Dr. Steven Ward. Teachers return to 

work on August 3; the teachers’ annual institute occurs the next day. Husky Night will take place at 
Husky Stadium on August 14. The school board meets on August 17. The first home football game occurs 
on August 28. The induction of the second Husky Hall of Fame class coincides with the high school’s 
centennial. Local coaching legend Hal Riddle will be honored with the Alabama Football Coaches 
Association lifetime achievement this January in Montgomery. Also, Leadership Trussville has selected 
its 30 members for the fifth class. Councilor Farr is among them.   

 
Finance Director Joseph Calvert gave his monthly briefing about the City’s latest financial 

performance through June. Operating Income is at $11.1 million, far ahead of $6.25 million after June 
2025. Even without the one-time land sales, the city is $1 million ahead. Total June revenue was $3.65 
million, which is nearly $288,000 ahead of budget. Most of that over performance was due to June sales 
taxes, coming in over $200,000 above budgeted projection. The city had $3 million in expenses for June, 
which beat its budgeted estimate of $3.3 million. Payroll savings – namely early retirements - helped the 
City’s bottom line. The city has spent $1 million less than it had budgeted for over the first nine months 
of its fiscal year. Capital outlay, debt service, transfers & debt proceeds are significantly less than this 
time last year. Calvert answered questions about managing debt levels while maintaining optimal levels 
of fund balances, among other topics. He emphasized that the city has had 4% growth in sales tax 
revenue. Calvert anticipates having a proposed FY2027 budget available to the City Council before 
October 1. 

 
During audience comments, Richard Epstein shared his observations about city traffic lights, 

streetlights for Valley Road and a backup generator for the Civic Center.  
 
With nothing left on the agenda. President Anderson adjourned the meeting at 7:18 pm.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

DJW 
 

Dan Weinrib MMC 
City Clerk 


